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I sat next to her in the work's canteen and conversed...
she was really beautiful, with black hair, very dark brown eyes
and lips looking as if they were made to suck oranges, She told
me that her father was born in Belfast, but her mother was English.
After the First World War, they settled in Shirley, near Birmingham.

I pestered her for a date, and she eventually accepted. I
took her to the ODEON cinema, Shirley, although thankfully the back
row was already full of young persons who, unlike myself, had no
interest in Will Hay films.

After about a year we had visited each other's houses,
and were, to use the local vernacular, 'going fairly steady’.

Eventually I was 'called up' for the army, and the night
before I left I took her for a 'slap-up' meal at Shirley British
Restaurant, to plight my troth ! Rationing during wartime was
strict, and each person was allocated, via a Ration Book, to small
quantities of essential food items, like butter and sugar and lard,
etc, The government wished to give the populace a boost by
organising so-called British Restaurants; empty local premises
were given a lick of paint, and a counter and tables and chairs were
arranged. The main dish on the menu - actually, if my memory serves
me -~ the only dish on the menu was beans on toast...extra toast just
might be available, and a second cup of tea was always a probability.
British Restaurants were always crowded, because the beans on toast
were very cheap, and other than the ODEON, there was little else to
do in Shirley.

We looked at each other eyes across the plates of cold beans,
and I whispered sweet nothings to her, and she whispered sweet
nothings doing to me...

*t R 34 % %%

I reckon my almost five years in the army was spectacular...
within a few months I was an acting,unpaid lance corporal in the
Parachute Zegiment...I used to call for Diane and swagger around
Shirley with my parachute wings on my right arm, and my red beret
rampant,

To my surprise ( and I may say sheer utter amazement of my
parents and the people in the rugged council estate where we 1ived)
I was selected to be an officer, and duly 'passed out' as a Second
Lieutenant in an infantry regiment. Diane and I still wrote to each
other...she told me that her family were returning to Ulster soon...
and I was sent to Germany with a platoon, and stayed there until
almost the end of 1948,

Although I could have returned to the aircraft factory upon
demobilisation, my correspondence with Diane had reached a stage
where I headed to Northern Ireland after release from the army.

* ¥ ¥* %% * %
I joined the constabulary in 1948, and in 1949 was sent to

County Down as a village constable. Diane and I were married in
1949, and son Colin was born in 1950. In 1954, when our daughter
Kathleen was born, I was posted to constabulary H.Q. Each lunchtime
I trolled through the streets in the city centre, searching for
science fiction magazines, and I began to notice in their pages
frequent references to a 'fan group' in Belfast, and a certain
Walter Willis seemed to be the figurehead.
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